
  

Dear Friends, 

 At the end of our Easter services, we gave out over 1,000 

little glass bottles. The bottles are about the size you find in a 

hotel bathroom for shampoo. The biggest difference is that ours 

are starting empty. We gave out the bottles with the hope that 

over the next five months, people will collect water from a place 

that has special meaning to them. The water is to be returned on 

or before September 17th, when we will collect the water for use 

as our “Holy Water” for the coming year. If you didn’t get a bottle, let us know and 

we will get one to you. 

 Why water? Water is central to sustaining us in life. It’s the number one thing 

scientists look for on other planets to determine the potential for life. I remember 

being so sick and dehydrated when I was in Florida about twenty years ago that I 

ended up in the emergency room. The first thing the doctor did was give me two bags 

of IV fluids. It didn’t get rid of the virus I was fighting, but it did give me a 

miraculous feeling like I was back among the living. More than two thirds of what 

makes up our bodies is water. That means that without water, we are literally a mere 

shadow of ourselves. With water flowing freely from our taps, it’s easy to forget that 

many in the world have most limited access to potable water.    

 Why water? Because most of us are thirsty. We don’t thirst for water. That’s 

easy for us to obtain. More often our souls are parched as we seek meaning in our 

lives. Jesus called himself “living water,” or water that will care for every thirst of the 

soul. Water is a visible reminder of our baptisms and that God offers to care for our 

thirst.   

 In northeastern Germany, up by the Baltic Sea, the church has long had an 

Easter tradition known as “Osterwasser” or Easter Water. Tradition has young 

German girls going down to the nearest stream in total silence in the dark before 

Easter dawn to collect water. The water collected symbolizes health, vitality, healing 

and the offer of life itself. 

 The water you collect and return to the church on September 17 (or before) 

will be used as our baptismal water for the coming year. That’s why we are asking 

you to bring in water from a special healing place for you. Even before Easter, I was 

given water from the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee and from Antarctica. I was even 

able to get a bottle from Hudson Springs Park during our Easter Sunrise Service. The 

bottles are just two ounces, so you can take them with your carry-on luggage, if you 

chose to get water from your travels. Or maybe the most healing water comes from a 

place to which you are unable to travel. If that’s the case, consider sending the bottle 

to someone who can get the water for you. 

 Then come September 17, we will have pooled water that brings life to so 

many from with our church. And best yet, that will be the water that sustains so 

many from within our church for the year to come. 

Always, Peter 
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Happy Easter! 

 Yes, I know we’re a few weeks past Easter Sunday, but these weeks following 

that day offer us the chance to let the message of Easter sink in a little more.  The cel-

ebration of Easter—that Christ is risen, that God’s love has overcome sin and death, 

that we are never turned away from God’s forgiveness and grace, that we have life 

eternal—all of that is too much to celebrate for just one day.   

 It’s a celebration for each and every day, honestly.  When the world would 

rather have us let our hearts and minds be occupied with fear, mistrust, and insecuri-

ty, God tells us otherwise through the empty tomb.  Through the Risen Christ, God 

shows us that our hearts and minds can be occupied by looking for the beauty and grace in our broken 

world and selves; that we can rise above the fear and mistrust by actions of compassion, understanding, 

and love—even and especially when that is the harder road to take in life.  In the end, love wins.  The 

cross, with all its symbolism of violence and death, did not have the final word.  God’s love did in the Ris-

en Christ, and we are called to be resurrection people in light of this truth. 

           So in these days and weeks following Easter Sunday, let your hearts and minds be occupied with 

the Good News.  Look for beauty in the mess of our lives and this world.  Seek to bring compassion and 

understanding to situations of conflict or hurt.  Show love in big and small ways, in gestures that may 

seem inconsequential and in acts of costly love.  Every attitude, every action matters, even if we can’t see 

how it does immediately. 

Finally, look for new life around us.  Springtime offers us an embarrassing amount of new life—

we can’t miss the budding trees and growing flowers around us.  But also look for new life in the less ob-

vious places, too, or the places that seem everyday and mundane.  Perhaps it’s in a new friendship, or the 

possibility of a renewed friendship.  Perhaps it’s the pull to start a new habit, or drop an old one (letting 

something die so something new can come up in its place).   

God desires that we know life and life abundant.  I hope in this Easter season, we keep our hearts 

and minds open to the life God is offering us, and in doing so, we celebrate the Good News of Easter.  For 

Christ is risen! 

 

Sabbatical Time 

You won’t be seeing me around church these next few months because I am taking a 3-month sab-

batical leave.  I began my ministry with you nearly 6 years ago, and part of my call agreement with the 

congregation is that a time of sabbatical is granted after a period of service.  After talking with Peter and 

the Personnel Committee, we agreed upon a sabbatical time for me to begin after Easter Sunday and ex-

tend to mid-Judy.  

Pastors take this sort of leave in a variety of ways:  some take a few months at a time, like I am do-

ing; others break up their leave time over the course of some years.  There is no one right or expected 

practice for sabbatical leave.  The same is true with how pastors spend that time, which also varies de-

pending on what the pastor needs or wants of the time away:  some travel, others use it for a time of ex-

tended study, while others use it for rest and renewal.  The hope is that however the pastor uses his or her 

time, that they return ready and reinvigorated to engage in the work of ministry again.  When planned 

well and done thoughtfully and faithfully, a sabbatical benefits both the pastor and the congregation.  As 

mentioned previously, the pastor can return rested and re-energized for their work with and for the con-

Continued on page 3 
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 During the past two years in response to the lack of knowledge we Christians 

often have about other religious faiths and to the growing fears about terrorism in the 

world, an inter-faith group came together at our church under the leadership of Janet 

Ross and Devi Gursahaney.  In contact and emerging relationships with Hudson’s 

Temple Beth Shalom and The Islamic Center in Cuyahoga Falls, we met together for 

better understanding of each other’s’ faiths and to recognize basic beliefs we have in 

common. 

 Out of these conversations have come two large meetings called Teatime for 

Peace, the first hosted by the Islamic Center and the other by our church.  Over one 

hundred people from various churches and religious bodies attended each of these events designed to pro-

mote dialogue and understanding to counter the anxieties and fears of the “other” which lead to so much 

distrust and fear in our country. 

 Last September members from Temple Beth Shalom and the Islamic Center joined together with us 

in First Serve Serve First where we worked side by side in many of the day’s projects.  Getting to know 

others as partners in these projects led to conversations and new insights among the participants.  This 

coming September these three faith congregations will join together again in expanding projects in and 

beyond Hudson in the First Serve Serve First event. 

 With Janet’s departure from co-leadership of our inter-faith group, Jon Dodson will become the 

new Co-Chair with Devi.  This gathering will continue to explore ways in which we can work together to 

promote friendship and to develop ways to support those who are often not accepted or discriminated 

against in our communities.  

 If you are interested in joining this inter-faith group endeavor, please contact Jon Dodson, Steve 

Hockstra or me – any of us will try to answer questions you may have in regard to your participation.  The 

most important commonality of these three faiths is the central tenet of the Golden Rule – “Love God and 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 Blessings, Dick 

gregation.  In return, the congregation welcomes back a renewed pastor with renewed commitment and 

fresh perspectives for the ministries of the church.   

I am particularly grateful to Peter, the Personnel Committee, and my Pastoral Relations Com-

mittee for guidance and support as I planned this sabbatical leave.  I am also grateful to my colleagues 

who will be looking after some of my responsibilities while I am away.   

I look forward to re-connecting with all of you again mid-summer (although you may see me 

around town as I am not planning an extended time of travel for my sabbatical).  In the meantime, my 

prayers will be with the congregation as you continue your good work of being the church. 

Blessings and Peace, Jeanette 

Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, continued from page 2 
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The Bible says What??? Have you ever read a passage in the Bible and thought, 

what the what?!? I had this experience recently. I was reading Exodus and I came across 

this passage:  On the way, at a place where they spent the night, the Lord  met Moses and  

tried to kill him.  - Exodus 4:24  

 What? God tried to kill Moses? When I come across passages like this one, we 

need to ask three questions: 

1. What was happening in the world at that time? 

2. Why did people find it important to tell THIS story? 

3. What does this story mean as a story, independent of its historical factuality?  

Throughout your generations every male among you shall be circumcised when he is eight days.  

Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off  

from his people; he has broken my covenant.    - Genesis 17:12,14 

 God had set up a covenant with Israel via circumcision, and this would have been EXTREMELY im-

portant to them, but not to us. So they choose to tell this story, because Moses apparently had not circumcised 

his son and yet he was going to lead Israel. 

 That would have been a NO GO! The people would not have followed him, if his son was not circum-

cised. This is seemingly unimportant to us, but very important to the Israelites. Important enough that they 

have God, attempting to kill Moses over it.  

 When reading the Bible, I believe it is essential, to ask these three questions. The next time you come 

across a passage, and think, what the what?!? please filter it through these questions for better understanding 

and insight.  

Be blessed my friends,  Steve 

Upcoming Adult Faith Formation Opportunities  

Pathfinders  Are you interested in studying the Old Testament? The Pathfinders group started a new series 

in April, The Old Testament, with Amy-Jill Levine who provides great insight and exploration into the Old Tes-

tament! Pathfinders meets on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in the Chapel, located on the third floor next to the 

Youth Room. If you are interested in participating, contact Marie Libby, mclibby64@aol.com. 

InterFaith Relations Group  Janet Ross recently resigned as co-chair of the InterFaith Relations group 

because she accepted a call to be the new pastor at Amistad Chapel United Church of Christ in Cleveland. Ja-

net’s departure left a large gap and we are excited to inform you that Rev. Jon Dodson has agreed to fill this po-

sition.  Jon is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, and works as Chaplain and Director of Spir-

itual Care at Laurel Lake. He is married to Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor at FCCH. The InterFaith 

Relations group is excited about the opportunities that are before them. If you have any questions or you would 

like to participate in this group, email Jon Dodson (dodson.jon@hotmail.com) or Devi Gursahaney 

(devyani14@hotmail.com).  

Why is Buddhism so relevant now?  Buddhism is a philosophical foundation and spiritual practice 

which fosters compassion, wisdom, and creativity based on the quest for total awareness, the understanding of 

human reality, and a harmonious existence within it. His Holiness the Dalai Lama describes compassion as an 

aspiration, a state of mind, wanting others to be free from suffering - an empathetic altruism that actively strives 

to free others from suffering (The Essence of the Heart Sutra). Buddhism teaches us that what we are today is a 

product of our previous actions, and that what we will become tomorrow is a product of our current ones. Devi 

Gursahaney and Jon Dodson will teach An Introduction to Buddhism Tuesdays, May 2-23 at 7:00 pm in Rm 301. 

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:dodson.jon@hotmail.com
mailto:devyani14@hotmail.com


5 

Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

D&D Devotion & Discussion   It’s hard to believe another school year is almost over. 

Our last meeting will be May 17. Join us for some fun ways to wrap up another year, 
including our annual trip to Lulu’s! 

CONFIRMATION - Congratulations to the 8th graders who were recently con-

firmed. And welcome to the next class of confirmands – this year’s 7th graders. 
Though we won’t meet until September, it’s never too early to think about who you 
would like as a mentor and maybe even reach out to them. We will contact you with 
everything you need to know but feel free to ask questions in the meantime. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - TPP Final payments are due by Monday, May 15. The total cost 

of the trip is $395. (If you paid your $50 deposit, you now owe $345.) You can log onto My FCCH to pay. 
Or you can text “FCCH” (no quotation marks) to 73256. Watch this space and your emails for trip updates 
as we get closer to departure date. 

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

IMPACT - We are down to our last two gatherings of the year! On May 2, we will 

be throwing it back to the days of D&D … playing Scatterball, Spoons, Kemps, 
Atomic Fireball Challenge and of course, nothing says D&D like the end of the year 
ice cream run. Hope you can make it for D&D throwback night!  

Our final night, on May 9, is a special night where we take time to honor and cele-
brate our Seniors. First, we will play some of Senior’s favorite games. Then we will 
give each of them a book with one word that we believe speaks to who they are and 
who they will be. We believe this is a great way to end the year!  

ASP MISSION TRIP - First, let me answer the question that is on everyone’s 

mind! When will crews be announced? ASP Crews will be announced on Sunday, June 4 at approximately 
2:30 pm. Now that you know, you can rest a little easier. If you have any questions about crews or have a 
preference please contact Steve Hockstra (shockstra@hudsonucc.org).  

ASP STOCK SALE - Would you like to support the Appalachian Service Project that over 100 members 

of our church will be attending this summer?  If so, you can give a one-time monetary gift that goes to-
ward ASP’s goal of making homes warmer, drier, and safer in the areas of Appalachia.  Stop by the ASP 
table in Fellowship Hall on May 7, 14, or 21 to make a donation at the ASP Stock Sale.   

BREAKFAST CLUB - We will gather for Breakfast Club every Sunday in May except the first Sunday, 

May 7, when we encourage our students to participate in communion in corporate worship that morning 
with their families. 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

Gennesaret Soup Kitchen - Saturdays, May 6 and June 3, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm. Don’t miss the opportunity 

to serve at Gennesaret on the first Saturday each month. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, 
both middle and high school. If you would  like  to  help serve , contact Jeff  Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) 
or Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

Family Promise - Every  eleven weeks homeless families come and stay in our Youth Room, through the 

ministry of Family Promise. During the week these families are at our church, there are many opportuni-
ties to serve. If you are interested in serving our next host week, May 7-14, email Sue Wimer 
(swimer@hudsonucc.org). 

mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
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 By the time you read this, the Hudson Festival Choir (and orchestra) will have 
had three or four rehearsals, preparing for their Carnegie Hall performance of the 
Fauré Requiem on Friday, May 26 in New York City. If you cannot make the trip to 
the Big Apple to see us perform, there will be a farewell concert here in Hudson at 
Hudson High School on Friday, May 19 at 8:00 pm. The concert is free and Mayor 
David Basil will preside over the festivities. 

 As you may know, the folks from Distinguished Concerts International New 
York asked me to conduct at Carnegie Hall more than a year ago. I thought it would 
be a great idea to put together the performance ensemble from local sources (mainly 
Hudson) so we auditioned singers and instrumentalists last fall and formed a 55-
voice choir and 11-piece orchestra.  

 It has been a very exciting time and we have all learned a lot from this experience. I have nearly 
driven Sue Wozniak, our business manager, crazy because my talents lie in the musical realm, not admin-
istration. But I love working with volunteer singers and instrumentalists. That is one of the reasons church 
music has always appealed to me. I especially enjoy developing young talent, and there are several Hudson 
High School students performing in our ensemble. Singers from FCCH, the Hudson Community Chorus 
(who rehearses at our church weekly) and other church choirs are all joining together to sing a beautiful 
sacred piece that echoes our Christian belief that there is eternal life after death. In a very real way, we are 
representing you and all of Hudson as we perform in one of the most prestigious venues in the world. 

 A month after that, I will be in Baltimore as the music director of General Synod 31 for the United 
Church of Christ. You might remember the last Synod was two years ago right here in the CLE. The Balti-
more Synod has much to recommend it, not the least of which is that the convention center is right on the 
Inner Harbor, a fantastic location with great hotels and restaurants. Camden Yards, the baseball stadium 
after which Jacobs Field was modeled, is right around the corner from the hotel where we will be staying.  

 Just as we did in Cleveland, we are striving to use local talent, so the opening worship service fea-
tures Sac au Lait, a local Dixieland jazz band who will play, among other things, the music of Eubie Blake, 
the famous stride piano player who hailed from Baltimore. The Sunday service, in front of 5,000 worship-
pers, includes our 100-voice massed choir as well as a professional brass quintet. We will also take the op-
portunity to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Our last worship service, on Tuesday 
afternoon July 4, is a Gospel Extravaganza. We close Synod early that afternoon so that we can watch the 
famous fireworks which are shot over the Baltimore Harbor from Ft. McHenry, the fort that inspired the 
writing of the Star Spangled Banner, which includes the words, “and the rocket’s red glare, the bombs 
bursting in air.” 

 It is a pleasure to serve the church in this fashion. The United Church of Christ does important work 
and delegates from all over the United States converge every two years to forge new relationships, make 
new goals and continue to defend those who have no one to speak for them. This is our church. It is a part 
of the catholic (meaning “universal”) church which feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, visits the sick, pro-
vides for the poor and welcomes all to the table. We do this in Jesus’ name because he said, “Whatsoever 
you do to the least of these, that you do unto me.” (Matt. 25:40) Teresa of Avila once said, “Christ has no 
body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he looks com-
passionately on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands through 
which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”  

 I encourage you to serve God by using your talents at our church. We have many ministries for that 
purpose. If you have the opportunity to represent us at the national level, I recommend that as well. But do 
something. Everyone has the responsibility to serve like Jesus served, and there is no time like the present. 
What is holding you back? 

See you in church!  Tom 

Music Ministries 
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“May the Lord reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the Lord,  

the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!”  Ruth 2:12 

 We are made to work, and the value of work is intrinsic. You can appreciate the 

skills, talents, and gifts you bring to your work roles and activities, whatever they are. 

There are many roles we all fill outside of our jobs. You may be a parent, child, church 

member, or volunteer. As you serve in various capacities, you can find meaning for your 

life while you serve God and others. 

 In the book of Ruth, Naomi and her two daughters-in-law are all widowed. Nao-

mi, an Israelite, decides to return to her own people. One daughter-in-law stays in Moab, 

but Ruth devotes herself to Naomi and accompanies her to Bethlehem. In this period of history, it was difficult 

for women to survive without a man’s support. Naomi and Ruth set a goal of finding stability through a mar-

riage of Ruth to Boaz, a distant relative of Naomi’s deceased husband. This book is filled with stories of healing 

and wellness. We see Ruth’s dedication as caregiver to Naomi until Boaz gladly accepts the responsibility of be-

ing a “kinsman-redeemer” and provides for both women. 

 While the book tells a story in social and religious practices of the time, it reveals much about our pur-

suit of work and wellness today. Ruth found meaning in serving. She could have stayed with her own people, 

but she stepped into a new experience to love through service. Ruth picked up grain left behind by the harvest-

ers for poorer workers to collect. Though the work was humble, she was grateful for this provision of her daily 

need. By working in the field, Ruth was closer to Boaz, a larger goal in her life. Ruth had a purpose in working 

and she accomplished it. She provided for Naomi and she found enrichment in her life with Boaz.  

 Ruth’s experience of work went beyond simply earning what she needed for the day. Her attitude to-

ward work rose from devotion and service. The meaning she found in work intersected important relationships 

and purposes of her life. Wellness did not come simply because Ruth worked hard but because work was in-

fused with purpose and gratitude. 

 When we appreciate our skills, talents, and gifts, we find ways to put them to action. This may be 

through paid employment, but it also may be through volunteer involvements or serving as a caregiver or other 

relationships of service. 

 Work, faith, movement, medical care, emotional needs, nutrition and friends and family- all together 

these create a healthy living model. We are not one dimensional beings. When we work on recognizing the rela-

tionship between all these components, we can discover a powerful tool for pursuing balance and satisfaction in 

our lives. 

In His Name, Kathy 

May FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will present Joan Meggitt, Prof. of Dance at KSU and 

Director of Antaeus Dance at Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Tremont. She teaches Dance for Parkinson’s at 

InMotion in Cleveland. Luncheon at 12 noon followed by presentation about dance and movement. 

Best of Broadway at Blossom on July 16. Concert and optional boxed lunch in Knight Grove at Blossom available. 

For additional information contact kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. 

Walkers and Hikers! Walking group Walk ing Warriors will continue to walk throughout the 

summer and fall at Barlow Community Center on Thursday mornings at 10 am  Happy Hikers will hike 

throughout Summit County parks on Tuesday afternoons at 1:00 pm. Contact kyeak-

ley@hudsonucc.org for more information. 

Health Ministries 

mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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Children’s Ministries 

Ports of 
Paul 

JUNE 5-8  
5:30-8:00 pm 

NOTED TRAVEL SPECIALIST VISITS HUDSON, OHIO 
 

HUDSON, OH--While out searching the United States for new and exciting 

travel destinations, noted Travel Specialist and television host wannabe,    

Seymour Sites, recently discovered a wonderful summertime opportunity for 

the children of Hudson and the surrounding communities.  

 

“I had heard from a variety of my sources about some sort of a cruise based 

out of northeast Ohio. I thought, ‘How could this be possible? Hudson is not 

near an ocean!’” 

 

The “cruise” to which Sites is referring is this year’s Vacation Bible School at 

First Congregational Church in Hudson. Themed “Ports of Paul”, it will de-

part Monday, June 5 through Thursday, June 8 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. All chil-

dren aged three (must be three  years old by 09/30/16) through fifth grade are 

welcome to attend this exciting, fun-filled week to explore the life of Paul, one 

of the Bible’s most influential figures. 

  

“This opportunity sounded fantastic compared to what my wife and I had 

planned.  Forget about that trip to Europe this summer; we will come here in-

stead. Even with four daughters, this trip won’t cost us much at all.” 

 

“That’s right,” reports Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries (and 

Cruise Director), “for only $14.00/child with a family maximum of $42 (if reg-

istered after May 15, $20/child and $60/family), your children can join in on 

the fun. Our agenda is filled with many activities and includes dinner! Your 

girls will have a blast!” 

 

Unable to contain his excitement any longer, Sites added, “I am a total believ-

er in this event!  How do I register?” 

 

Registration can be done online by visiting the church website or stop by the 

VBS table located in Fellowship Hall on April 30 and May 3. 

hudsonucc.org   THE WORLD’S FAVORITE NEWSPAPER  May 2017 
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Mission and Outreach 

You Have Changed Lives!  

 Our Outreach Volunteers are making a difference. In March, the Mission Board 

debuted a video telling the story of how our Outreach Ministries have changed lives. 

Celebrating God’s Love in Action highlights the impact we have made on our partners 

in the Akron area; OPEN M Hot Lunch, Students With A Goal, Gennesaret, Mobile 

Meals, Family Promise and Findley Community Learning Center.  

 Words cannot express how thankful we are to all of our volunteers serving in 

areas beyond our church doors. We invite you to watch this video, Celebrating God’s 

Love In Action so you can hear from the people you’ve impacted.  

To view all of these videos, go to the church website www.hudsonucc.org, Grow & Serve, Videos. 

 

Celebrating God’s Love In Action: This video expresses gratitude to our many 

volunteers who serve in organizations in the Akron area. Hear from people 

whose lives have been touched by our volunteers. 

 

 

SWAG: Want to learn more about volunteering at SWAG, Students With A 

Goal? Eric Nelson, Executive Director of SWAG tells you all about it.  

 

OPEN M: Nancy Martinez walks us through a day of preparing and serving a 

hot lunch at OPEN M. If you are interested in learning more about this volunteer 

opportunity check out the video! 

 

Findley Community Learning Center: Experience a school filled with 500 

awesome kids and hear about the ways you can make an impact on a child’s life. 

Jane Penny shares volunteer opportunities in this video.  

 

 

Mobile Meals: “Delivering a hot meal once a month is easy”, says Henry Vig-

or. Learn more about being a Mobile Meals Volunteer by watching this video. 

 

 

Family Promise Video: Our church is host to homeless families 4-5 times a 

year. It takes 75 volunteers to make this happen. Patty Molten shares the volun-

teer needs in this video.  

Visit the Outreach Information Center in the church’s main hallway on  

Sunday mornings for more information and volunteer opportunities. 

http://www.hudsonucc.org
http://hudsonucc.org/media.php?pageID=178
https://youtu.be/ASpTPRaqc-s
https://youtu.be/52X_2Ni1AoM
https://youtu.be/DUqUfnl0-ps
https://youtu.be/E9BvoYWZ9O8
https://youtu.be/wxCmEYUkKhA
http://hudsonucc.org/media.php?pageID=178
https://youtu.be/ASpTPRaqc-s
https://youtu.be/52X_2Ni1AoM
https://youtu.be/DUqUfnl0-ps
https://youtu.be/E9BvoYWZ9O8
https://youtu.be/wxCmEYUkKhA
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Volunteers 

WE NEED YOU! 
Looking for a way to serve here at the church? There are many opportunities to connect, meet people, and 

lend a helping hand. Look over the list below and contact Sue Wimer (swimer@hudsonucc.org) if you 

would like more information. Looking forward to hearing from you soon! Thank you! 

1) Visitor Welcomer at the Information Station on Sunday mornings and for Memo-

rial Services. Be a member of the Question & Answer (Q&A) Ministry as a warm and 

friendly information greeter by helping direct visitors to the Sanctuary, to child care 

or simply answer questions. Sign up to accommodate your schedule. 

2) Office Mailing Preparer to help stuff envelops for special mailings or help package 

special handouts from time to time. 

3) New Member Sponsors are paired with our new members to help them connect 

quickly with our church family by introducing them to others at coffee hour, inviting 

them to attend church social activities or sit with them occasionally in worship.  

4) Sunday Morning Greeters welcome people into the church on Sunday mornings at 

all three of our church doors. A friendly smile and handshake are all that is required. 

5) Sunday Morning Ushers greet people as they enter the Sanctuary on Sunday 

mornings by passing out bulletins, helping to find seating and collecting the offering. 

FAMILY PROMISE WEEK; May 7-14 Volunteers Needed 
Our church is one of the multi-faith communities who provide overnight housing in the church for 

homeless families, one week at a time on a rotating basis. Volunteers from our church provide 

meals, fellowship and transportation to/from work, school and the Family Day Center. Contact 

Patty Molten (patty@moltenfamily.com) if you are available for any of these open shifts: 

Breakfast Shift: One Adult - Friday May 10, 6:00 to 7:30 am and Saturday, May 11, 7:00 to 8:00 am 

Evening Shift: 7:15 to 9:30 pm, Two Adults - Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or One 

Adult - Saturday 

Overnight Host: 9:15 pm to 6:30 am,  One or Two Adults - Wednesday and Saturday 

Midweek Food Shopper: Wednesday shopper to replenish youth kitchen breakfast and snack 

food. Shopping list and reimbursement provided. 

Moving Out: 7:15 to 8:30 am, Five able-bodied volunteers to move cots, Youth Room furnishings 

and store toys in storage area. 

TRINITY UCC CLOTHING ROOM NEEDS 
Clothing being donated should be only Spring and Summer. Leave donations in/near stairwell armoire.  

 Spring jackets (adults) 

 Men’s shoes and sandals; shorts; short-sleeved polo type shirts (small sizes especially) 

 Lightly used socks (adults) 

 Sleepwear (adults and children) 

 Children’s clothing - toddler sizes 2T and 3T 

 Shoes for kids 

 Lightly used towels, sheets and blankets (full, queen, king) 

 Pots and pans 

mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
mailto:patty@moltenfamily.com
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

BAPTISM ~ Congratulations to: 

 Vishnu and Maureen Chandran on the baptism of son, Kiram Om on March 19. 

 Steven and Keri Gary and big brother Hunter Gary on the baptism of son and brother Asher 

McLeod on March 19. Proud grandparents include Nancy and the late Dick Gary. 

 John and Alice Sloan on the baptism of daughter, Edith Cecilia on April 2. 
 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 Christine McGlumphy and family on the death of her nephew, David Bowles on March 30. 

 Don and Pat Hoag and family on the recent death of Don’s brother, John A. Hoag in Michigan. 

 Lynn Heisler and family on the death of husband Yank on April 11. 

 Bill Oldham, Susan Oldham and family on the death of wife and mother, Pat on April 11. 

 Joan Buchanan, Todd Buchanan, Brad and Dee Buchanan, Tracy Buchanan and family on the 

death of husband, father and father-in-law Ralph Buchanan on April 19. 
 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Henrietta Lunsford, Ed Lutz, Ella Norder,  

Jack Spelman, Dorothy Van Buskirk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton 

HEARTLAND, TWINSBRUG: Doris Hill 
CARDINAL VILLAGE: Dick and Corky Buhler 
 

SWAG is collecting:  9 oz cups, plastic forks and sturdy dinner plates. 

Please drop off your donations in the bins located in the hallway. 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our website and Facebook Live 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 

Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 

Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 

Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Kristin Brandyberry, Cherub Choir Director 

Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  

Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 
 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

 
 
 
 

LIKE US at  
“First Congregational Church of Hudson”  

Comment & SHARE! 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Requested in Home Delivery April 29-May 1 

Our Church has a long record of 

trying to combat the evils of 

drug and alcohol abuse.  In the 

1870s, many women of the 

Church visited the Hudson 

saloons, singing and praying to 

the patrons, which forced the 

closing of two saloons.  In the early 1900s, our 

ministers, John Hoyt and James Ellsworth, worked 

together to force the closing of several saloons.  In 

1915 and again in 1922, the Church invited a 

representative of the Anti-Saloon League to speak 

at Sunday services.  In 1974, following a sermon 

by our minister Ray Phibbs, the Church held 

youth and adult dialogues on the use of drugs and 

alcohol, which led to a community wide program, 

“Hudson Cares.”         Frank Manak, Church Historian 

LIFT: Ladies in Fellowship Together 

Annual Luncheon out at Noble House 
Thursday, May 11 at Noon 

Join us for our annual 

Noble House end of 

year luncheon. Cost is 

$16 per person and in-

cludes food, beverage 

and gratuity. Your check 

will be your reserva-

tion, due no later than 

Monday, May 8. Make 

check payable to 

FCCH with LIFT in the 

memo line. 


